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Chaney Cowboys 

Keeping YCSD students warm 

Coming Up 

 

 

1/10, CEO Update,  

5 p.m. 

1/11,  PRIDE   

meeting, 5 p.m.,  

McGuffey Elementary 

School 

1/16, CEO  

Citizens Coalition,  

6 p.m. 

1/18, Parent/

Community meeting, 

Youngstown Early  

College, 9 a.m. 

 

Youngstown City School District students are staying warm during these frigid days and nights, 

thanks to a little help from a lot of different friends. 

For the last several years, the Western Reserve Knitting Guild have knitted hats for all district pre-

schoolers.  

The Loose Knit Group knitted hats and scarves for McGuffey Elementary School students who need 

them — another long-standing tradition. 

This marked the fifth year that the Youngstown Rotary has clothed Harding Elementary School 

students with winter coats and earlier this month, City Kids Care and The Red Zone provided coats 

and hats to YCSD students who registered. 

Eileen Dodson, chairwoman of the hat initiative for the Western Reserve Knitting Guild, said the 

group’s making the tiny hats for preschoolers began well before she took over the effort. 

“It’s a community service project for our guild,” Dodson said. “All the women can join in. It’s just 

been something we have kept up.” 

Martin Luther King and McGuffey preschoolers looking through the hats on separate mornings last 

month, searching for just the right fit. They came in solids and multi-color versions. The needlework-

ers even crafted some hats with holes at the top for a student’s ponytail, braids or bun. 

Each hat is unique, bearing the style and technique of its individual knitter and how far a skein of 

yarn goes depends on the one who’s holding the knitting needles. 

“People knit differently,” Dodson said. “It takes more yarn if someone is a looser knitter.” 
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   It’s a return to an old tradition in Youngstown City School District 

sports. 

    The City Series, dormant since YCSD downsized to one traditional 

high school in 2011, is being revived in seventh and eighth-grades 

through a partnership with several community organizations. 

    “The City Series represents a lot of memories for many people in the 

Mahoning Valley,” said CEO Krish Mohip. “We think its resurgence 

will play a pivotal role in restoring our sports programs to their former 

stature.” 

     Rick Shepas, chief of physical development and athletics, said YCSD 

is partnering with the Volney Rogers Recreation League, which has op-

erated youth sports in the city for several years, to bring back the city 

series beginning with seventh and eighth-grade basketball. 

     The partnership also includes Youngstown City’s Parks and Recrea-

tion Department and the Mill Creek Park Association. 

     “We felt strongly that in order to make this work, it would take a lot 

of people from many different organizations working together,” Shepas 

said. “We all bring something to the table and by pooling our resources, 

we can build a really strong program.” 

YCSD bringS students. The Volney Rogers Recreation League brings an established association and the city’s parks and recrea-

tion department and the Mill Creek Park Association each bring facilities. The parks and rec department also pays officials who direct 

games. 

Each of YCSD’s nine elementary schools as well as Rayen Early College Intermediate School has a team. REC’s is the Tigers, 

for example, the mascot of sports teams at The Rayen School,  a former district North Side high school which was demolished in 

2007. 

Wilson Elementary School’s teams are the Redmen, recalling the Woodrow Wilson High School Redmen and Paul C. Bunn 

Elementary has the Warriors, a reference to the sports teams of the former South High School. 

Other sports will be added and starting next year when Chaney High School will begin fielding teams. 

  
 
 
  
 
 

  

 

YCSD is Reviving the City Series 



“Whatever the cost of our libraries, the 

price is cheap compared to that of an 

ignorant nation.”   

    

   — Walter Cronkite 

Glimpses from the last few weeks of 2017 at YCSD 


